
T he Qomicali Htjlory of 

Are not with me eftecm’d aboue thy life, 

1 would lofc all, I facrifize them all 
Heere to this diuell.to deliuet you. 

Tor , Your wife would giue you little thanks for that 
If fire were by to hcare you make the offer, 

Qra.l haue a wife,who 1 proteft I loue, 

I would (lie were in heauen,l© {he could 
Entreate fome power to change this currifh lew , 

Ner.Tis well you offer it behind* her backc. 

The wifli would make elfe an vilquiethoufe. 

/w.Thefe be the chriftian husbands, I haue a daughter, 
Would any of the ftocke of Barrabas 
Had bene her husband,rather then a Chriftian. 

We trifle time,I pray thee purfue fentcnce. 

Tor, A pound of that fame Merchants flefti is thine, 

The Court awards it, and the law doth giue it, 

/cjp.Moft rightfull Iudge. 

Tor. And you muft cut this flefti from off his breaft, 
The Law allowes it,and the Court awards it. 

/w.Moft learned Iudge, a fentcnce, come prepare. 
Por.T arry a httle,there is fomething elfe. 

This bond doth giue thee here no iote of blood. 

The words exprefly are a pound of flefti: 

Take then thy bond,take thou thy pound of flefh. 

But in the cutting it,if thou doft fhed 
One drop of Chriftian blood,thy lands and gpods 
Are by the lawes of Venice, confifcatc 
VntothcState of Venice. 

Gra.O vpright Iudge, 

Marke lew O learned Iudge. 

%.Is that the Law ? 

Pw.Thy felfe (halt fee the A£t : 

For as thou vrgeft iuftice,be affur’d 

Thou (halt haue iuftice, more then thou deftreft. 

Grt.O learned Iudge, marke lew , a learned Judge. 
lew. I take this offer then, pay the bond thrice. 
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the Merchant of Venice^. 

And let the Chriftian go. 

jfci/.Heere is the money. 

Por. Soft, the lew fhall haue all iuftice,foft no haft 
He fhall haue noihingbut the penalty. 

Gra. O Iew.an vpright iudge, a learned iudge. 

Por, Therefore prepare thee to cut off the flefli. 

Shed thou no blood, nor cut thou leffe nor more. 

But iuft a pound of flefti : if thou cutft more 
Or leffe then a iuft pound, be it but fo much 
As makes it light or heauy in the fubftance. 

Or the diuilion of the twentith part 

Of one poorc fcruple ; nay, if the fealc do turne 

Butin the eftimation of a haire. 

Thou dyeft.and all thy goods are confifcate, 

Gra. A fecond Daniel,a Daniel lew. 

Now infidell 1 haue you on the hip. 

Por , Why doth the lew paufe.take thy forfeyture. 

Shy. Giue me my principall, and let me go, 

Baf. I haue it ready for thee, heere it is. 

Por. He hath refufd it in the open Court, 

And (hall haue meerely iuftice and his bond. 

Gra. A Daniel ftill fay I, a fecond Daniel, 

I thanke thee lew for teachin g me that word. 

Shy. Shall I not haue barely my principall ? 

Por.Thou fhalt haue nothing but the forfeyture. 

To be fo taken at thy perill lew. 

Shy. Why then the deuill giue him good of it : 
lie flay no longer heere in queftion. 

Por . Tarry lew, 

The Law hath yet another hold on you. 
h is enadled in the lawes of Venice, 

Ifit be proued againft any alien. 

That by dire<ft,or indireft attempts, 

Hi feeke the life of any Citizen, 

The party gainft the which he doth contriue> 

Shall feizc on halfe his goods ; the other halfe 
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